GSE Film List - 2010

As of today, these are films GSE staff plans to use. A few films are required for all students, while most will be used only in particular Area I classes or in optional electives (such as a foreign film series). Any updates to this list will be posted on the GSE website (www.ncgse.org).  A marking of (NR) signifies that the film has not been rated.  An asterisk (*) before the name of the film signifies that it is required viewing for everyone.

8 1/2 (1963, Italian, Frederico Fellini, NR) - Perhaps the ultimate "film about filmmaking," 8 1/2 is a profound exploration of identity and existence as a filmmaker struggles to create a film and as the film itself -- and the film within -- continue to be "made," the lines are constantly blurred between truth and fiction, with no clear resolution of which ultimately prevails. [metaphysics] 

12 Monkeys (1995):  12 Monkeys is a 1995 science fiction film directed by Terry Gilliam.  The film, inspired by the French short La Jetee, stars Bruce Willis, Madeleine Stowe, and Brad Pitt, who was nominated for an Academy Award as Best Supporting Actor.  12 Monkeys won the Saturn Award for Best Science Fiction Movie of 1995.  In the film, Cole (played by Willis) is a time traveler sent backward to the 1990s to stop the spread of a deadly plague that has ravaged Earth’s population.  The film will be followed by a discussion of the science and philosophy of time travel and its inherent paradoxes, Michel Foucault’s theory on the evolution of Western society’s treatment of insanity, the nature of time and our individual sense of self (as proposed by the philosopher Martin Heidegger), and 20th and 21st century concepts in physics, including quantum theory, relativity, and chaos theory.  12 Monkeys is rated R due to violence and adult situations and language. 

"36-24-36" - Pre-adolescents discuss the influence of media on body image and the pressure to be thin. (NR)

Amandla! - This documentary tells the story of protest music in South Africa--but as it does so, it tells the story of the struggle against apartheid itself, for the music and the revolution are inseparable. Rated PG-13.
America and the Holocaust –- In 1937, a 17-year-old German Jew named Kurt Klein emigrated to the US to escape the growing discrimination against Jews that had become a terrible fact of life following Hitler's rise in 1933. Together with his brother and sister, who had emigrated previously, Klein worked to establish himself so that he could obtain safe passage for his parents out of Germany. America and the Holocaust uses the moving tale of Klein's struggles against a wall of bureaucracy to free his parents to explore the complex social and political factors that led the American government to turn its back on the plight of the Jews.  Not Rated.

"Anorexia's Childhood Roots" – (CBS News) Thrust into the public eye by a provocative ad campaign, Isabelle Caro has become the living face of anorexia. She says her disease stems from a childhood spent in isolation. Sheila MacVicar reports. (NR)

Anvil: The Story of Anvil - At 14, best friends Robb Reiner and Lips made a pact to rock together forever. Their band, Anvil, hailed as the "demi-gods of Canadian metal, " influenced a musical generation that includes Metallica, Slayer, and Anthrax, despite never hitting the big time. Following a calamitous European tour, Lips and Robb, now in their fifties, set off to record their 13th album in one last attempt to fulfill their boyhood dreams.  This film contains coarse language and some mature themes. (NR)

Art: 21 – Art in the 21st Century:  Art: 21 profiles a wide range of emerging and established artists currently working in the United States.  A variety of cultural, religious, and geographic backgrounds are represented as artists are filmed in their studios and galleries while discussing their work and creative process.  This film was broadcast on public television in 2003 and nominated for an Emmy award.  Short clips of the film may be viewed in Art and Area II classes and discussed in relation to contemporary art and aesthetics.

The Baader-Meinhof Complex - (Germany) This movie traces the life of the Red Army Faction, a left-wing terrorist organization.  The movie starts with the Berlin student riots of 1967 when agitator Andreas Baader and journalist Ulrike Meinhof joined forces to use terrorism to try to overthrow capitalism and democracy in West Germany in the 1970s. Rated R (language, violence).

A Beautiful Mind - After a brilliant but asocial mathematician accepts secret work in cryptography, his life takes a turn to the nightmarish. Rated PG-13.

Before the Music Dies - With outstanding performances and revealing interviews Before the Music Dies takes a critical look at the homogenization of popular music with commentary by some of the industry's biggest talents like Eric Clapton, Dave Matthews, Elvis Costello, Erykah Badu, Branford Marsalis, Bonnie Raitt and more. Using historic footage the film looks at the evolution of American music and the artists who created it and pulls back the curtain (in a very creative way) to expose the sad truth behind today's "artificial" music stars. (Not Rated)

*Being John Malkovich is a 1999 American film written by Charlie Kaufman and directed by Spike Jonze.  It stars John Cusack, Cameron Diaz, Catherine Keener, and John Malkovich, who plays a fictionalized version of himself.  The plot brings to the forefront several issues in modern philosophy of mind, such as the nature of self and consciousneess, the mind-body dichotomy, and sensory perception. It is rated R for adult language and humor. It was nominated for an Oscar for Best Director, Best Supporting Actress (Keener) and Best Original Screenplay. This film is a part of the Area II film series.

The Bicycle Thief (1948): This Italian film, directed by the acclaimed Vittorio Di Sica, is lauded by many as a landmark moment in cinematic history and one of the most highly-praised foreign movies of all time.  Most critics regard The Bicycle Thief as the seminal film of the Neo-Realist movement.   A simple yet powerful story, the movie follows the journey of an unemployed man in postwar Rome who finds a coveted job that requires a bicycle. This film will be used as an examination of ethics and the difficulties of moral theory turned into practice. 

Blade Runner (1982):  Blade Runner is a blend of science fiction and noir detective fiction directed by Ridley Scott.  It is set in Los Angeles of 2019 and stars Harrison Ford as a specialized police officer (called blade runners) forced out of retirement to hunt down human-like androids.  His search for these “replicants” becomes a philosophical rumination on man, machine and life, and Blade Runner is widely considered a classic of postmodern science fiction.  Area II classes will discuss concepts such as man’s ambivalent relationship with technology following the screening.  The movie is rated R due to violence.  

"Boy, Interrupted: One Man's Struggle With an Eating Disorder" - Jeremy, a 36-year-old suffering from anorexia and bulimia, was profiled in City Pages. In this footage from more than a year ago, we see a healthier Jeremy. (NR)

The Buddha: The Story of Siddhartha - This documentary for PBS by award-winning filmmaker David Grubin and narrated by Richard Gere, tells the story of the Buddha’s life, a journey especially relevant to our own bewildering times of violent change and spiritual confusion. It features the work of some of the world’s greatest artists and sculptors, who across two millennia, have depicted the Buddha’s life in art rich in beauty and complexity. (NR)

The Class - (France) Miseur Begaudeau teaches a 9th grade French class.  His students come from diverse backgrounds and ethnicities.  His students challenge him about the meaning of French identity and about education in general.  Rated PG-13 (language).

Christianity: The First Two Thousand Years – An A&E documentary, Christianity: The First Two Thousand Years explores the history of Christianity and its impact on the world from the year 0 to 2000. Part 1 looks at the time from the Roman Empire until the East/West split in 1054. Part 2 accounts the history of the Western world's most influential religion from around the year 1000, the time of the East/West schism and the Crusades, through the Reformation up to contemporary times. (NR)

*District 9 (2009): Director Neill Blomkamp teams with producer Peter Jackson for this tale of extraterrestrial refugees stuck in contemporary South Africa.  Allmovie.com writes, “Perhaps the most original sci-fi feature to come along since the turn of the millennium, it's also one of the very best in recent memory.” District 9 will be shown as an Area II film to provoke discussion of sociopolitical issues.  It was nominated for Best Picture and is rated R for violence and adult language. This film is a part of the Area II film series.

Dreams:  Directed by Akira Kurosawa, one of the 20th century greatest directors and recipient of an Oscar for lifetime achievement, this is essentially eight separate short films, though with some overlaps in terms of characters and thematic material - chiefly that of man's relationship with his environment. Students will be introduced to ideas of postmodern philosophy, Japanese film aesthetics, and cyclical narrative through this work. It is rated PG by the MPAA.

Donnie Darko: Donnie Darko explores the nature of time and reality through the journey of a high school student in the fictional town of Middlesex, Virginia and is a synthesis of teen movie, science fiction, and psychological thriller. The movie touches upon several relevant and contemporary epistemological and metaphysical ideas, including the nature of knowledge and reality, empiricism versus rationalism, and existentialism/ It is rated R due to adult language. 

"Eating disorders hit middle-aged women" - Most people think of eating disorders as a problem that strikes girls and young women. But increasingly, experts say eating disorders are becoming an epidemic among baby boomers. (NR)

Eating Disorder Video Clips, "Girl in the Mirror Ad" - A 40 second clip showing how an adolescent female with anorexia views herself in a mirror. (NR)

End of the Spear (2006): End of the Spear is a 2006 docudrama film that recounts the story of Operation Auca, in which five American Christian missionaries attempted to evangelize the Huaorani (Waodani) people of the jungle of Ecuador. Taking a unique spin on actual events from the 1950s in which five male missionaries were speared by members of the Waodani tribe, the movie tells the story from the perspective of Steve Saint (the son of Nate Saint, one of the murdered missionaries), and Mincayani, one of the tribesmen who killed the missionaries. The two eventually form a bond that continues to this day. Rated PG-13. 

Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind:  This film stars Jim Carrey as a man whose heartbreak deepens when he discovers his former girlfriend (played by Kate Winslet) has had all memories of their relationship erased from her mind through an experimental procedure. Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind explores the impermanence of memory and the nature of our modern fractured consciousness through a postmodern non-linear narrative in which the conventions of time and space are continually flouted. The film is rated R due to adult humor, drug use, and adult situations.  

Etre et Avoir - A documentary about a elementary school in rural France.  NR (Content is approximately G-level).

Everything is Illuminated – Everything is Illuminated is rated pg-13 and is based on the book by Jonathan Safran Foer.  The movie, closely based on the novel, is about the main character’s journey to find the woman who allegedly saved his grandfather from the Nazis.  The film does an excellent job of interpreting the way the author cleverly uses language and character development.

Fog Of War - Errol Morris’ award-winning 2003 documentary, Fog of War, is a masterful project that is primarily based on many hours of interviews with Robert McNamara, former Ford executive, Secretary of Defense, and head of the World Bank. The film asks McNamara, a very controversial figure in U.S. history, a series of powerful question that help get at his involvement and opinions on a bevy of world events of the last half of the twentieth century, particularly the Vietnam War. The film will be used to help students not only understand the history of that time period, but also the importance an individual can have in crafting U.S. foreign policy and history itself. Rated PG-13 for images and thematic issues of war and destruction.

The Fountain (2006, Darren Aronofsky, PG-13) - A medical researcher embarks across a 1000 year journey in a race to save the life of his wife.  Ultimately, this metaphysical meditation leads him to the mythical Tree of Life, which grants immortality to those who drink its sap.  The non-linear storytelling enhances and supports the abstraction and ambiguity of being, time, and sacrifice. [metaphysics] 

*The Gods Must be Crazy – (1980) A Sho man in the Kalahari Desert encounters technology for the first time--in the shape of a Coke bottle. He takes it back to his people, and they use it for many tasks. The people start to fight over it, so he decides to return it to God--where he thinks it came from. Meanwhile, we are introduced to a schoolteacher assigned to a small village, a despotic revolutionary, and a clumsy biologist.  Rated PG.

Grizzly Man: Acclaimed director Werner Herzog explores the life and death of amateur grizzly bear expert and wildlife preservationist Timothy Treadwell. In Grizzly Man, Herzog plumbs not only the mystery of wild nature, but also the mystery of human nature as he chronicles Treadwell's final years in the wilderness. Herzog uses Treadwell's own startling documentary footage to paint a nuanced portrait of a complex and compelling figure while exploring larger questions about the uneasy relationship between man and nature.  The movie is rated R due to adult language. 

Guns, Germs, and Steel - Based on the Pulitzer Prize-winning book and national best seller, Guns, Germs, and Steel is an epic detective story that offers a gripping expose on why the world is so unequal. Professor Jared Diamond traveled the globe for over 30 years trying to answer the biggest question of world history. Why is the world so unequal? The answers he found were simple yet extraordinary. Our destiny depends on geography and access to: Guns, Germs, and Steel. Weaving together anthropology and science with epic historical reenactments, Guns, Germs, and Steel brings Diamond's fascinating theories to life, and moves beyond the book to bring his ideas into the present day. (NR)

*Harlan County, USA (1976, 104 minutes, NR) - One of the first American documentaries filmed in a "direct cinema" style, Barbara Kopple's unbiased, hands-off documentary about the 1973-1974 coal miner strike in Harlan, Kentucky examines corporate responsibility and the ideas of social justice and worker's rights, and intimately investigates the communal and personal struggles involved in finding and maintaining dignity. This film is a part of the Area II film series. 

Hate (La Haine) (1995, French, Matthieu Kassovitz) - With the starting point of French society long harboring intolerance toward outsiders, this powerful drama takes an unflinching look at a racially diverse group of young people trapped in the Parisian economic and social lower-classes.  The day after a race riot in a banlieue (housing project) district in Paris, three friends (an Algerian muslim, a Sudanese-Frenchman, and a "white" native Parisian) wander aimlessly about the streets, simmering at their treatment by those with privilege, and examining (through American pop-cultural lenses) their marginalization in Parisian day-to-day life. [sociopolitics] 

The History Boys - (2006) The film, based on the play by the same name, is about an unruly group of gifted students from a small town in England that are all applying for Oxford and Cambridge Universities. It's Rated R for language and sexual content, but the portion viewed in class will be used to focus on pedagogical methods.

*The Imaginarium of Doctor Parnassus (2009) is an archetypal fantasia set in the present day. Dr. Parnassus heads a motley crew of helpers in his extraordinary 'Imaginarium', a device that allows individuals light and hope or darkness and fear. The film will be used to study aesthetics and metaphysics in the Area II classes. This film is rated PG-13 due to language and mild violence. This film is a part of the Area II film series. 

Inch'Allah Dimanche - A film about a young woman who arrives in France from Algeria in the 1970s to rejoin her husband. It is a touching story of isolation and struggle to adapt to new cultural norms. NR.

Individual with Anorexia - "Five News | Ali, 18, Sufferer of Anorexia Nervosa" - A 4 minute interview with an adolescent female with anorexia. (NR)

Inside Islam – An A&E documentary, Inside Islam lifts the veil of mystery surrounding a misunderstood faith. Trace its roots back to the Hebrew Bible and discover how the Five Pillars, the religion's central tenets, helped spread Islam to the far corners of the world. Find out what the Qu'Ran says about war, violence and suicide, and how these words have been co-opted by extremists. (NR)

Introducing Religions - Film shorts produced through Open University discussing Buddhism, Sikhism, Judaism, Hinduism, Islam, Greek Orthodoxy. (NR)

The Jews: A People's History - This five-part documentary explores 4,000 years of Jewish history, starting with the origins of the Jewish people in the Middle East right through to present day Judaism. The series researches the roots of the Jewish people, seeking clues about Judaism at the archaeological excavation sites, the centers of culture and in the written evidence of the Jewish Diaspora. (NR)

Katyn - (Poland) This powerful movie begins with the Nazi and Soviet invasions of Poland.  The Soviets rounded up 20,000 Polish army officers and intelligentsia and murdered them in the forests of Katyn.  The movie follows the lives of the families of these victims through World War II and the communist take-over of Poland, while revealing the truth behind the cover-up of the massacre. Rated R (violence).

Koyaanisqatsi (1983, Godfrey Reggio, NR) - This marriage of ground-breaking cinematic techniques and lush, vibrant imagery to an undulating score by minimalist composer Philip Glass initially polarized its audiences as either a pretentious, slow-moving, incomprehensible piece of art or a brilliant examination of the modern condition of the disaffectedness of humankind in relation to its coexistence with nature.  There is no spoken dialogue or cinematic narrative, and this highly challenging work of sonic-visual film was the first of its kind. [aesthetics] 

Le Grand Voyage - A coming of age film about a French-Moroccan teenager who travels to Mecca with his father. It is an excellent portrayal of the influence of culture, religion, and family in modern France. NR.

La Jetée (1967, 26 minutes, NR) - One of the most influential, radical science-fiction films ever made, La Jetée challenges film viewers with complex queries about time, memory, and the advancement of life.  In a post-apocalyptic future, secrets of time-travel have been discovered, allowing a political prisoner to travel back in time to attempt to prevent the devastation with which Earth is now faced.  His entire life, he has been haunted by the experience the prisoner had as a child -- watching a man die upon a viewing platform at Orly Airport in Paris.  Fleeing his captors from the future, the prisoner remains in the past, only to realize that the death he witnessed as a child was his own. [metaphysics, epistemology] 

Lessons in Darkness (1992): Documentary. Capturing the burning of the Kuwaiti oil fields with a dispassionate eye, noted German filmaker Werner Herzog imbues the carnage and destruction with a strange beauty. Flames that seem to go upward and onward for miles acquire mythic grandeur. These images, combined with the graceful glide of Herzog's camera and a soundtrack loaded with Mahler, Wagner, and other masters, give the movie an anomalous feel. The feeling of detachment is amplified by Herzog's refusal to ground the images in any political or historical context. (adapted from allmovie.com) 

Memento (2000): A man loses his ability to create new long-term memories when he and his wife are attacked in a home invasion. Now, only able to remember things that happened within the past minute or in the distant past (anterograde amnesia) he survives on hand-scribbled notes and tattoos as he tries to find his wife’s killer.  We will use this film to discuss what we know and how we know it, and also to try to gain a more nuanced understanding of what truth is. The movie also questions how people define themselves against a backdrop of experiences and questions what makes us who we are. Memento was rated R by the MPAA for violence, language and some drug content. 

Methuselah Tree - This NOVA documentary offers a glimpse into the Methuselah Tree—a particular bristlecone pine (Pinus longaeva), a species that can live over fifty centuries. The documentary questions how differently human history looks when taken from the perspective of a 5,000 year old pine tree instead of that of a human lifespan and shows how the discovery of bristlecone pines, along with dendrochronology (tree ring dating), transformed understandings of how history happened. (NR)

The Mission (1986): Rated PG. Starring Robert DeNiro and featuring a majestic score by Ennio Morricone and lush Oscar-winning cinematography by Chris Menges, Roland Joffé's The Mission examines the events surrounding the Treaty of Madrid in 1750, when Spain ceded part of South America to Portugal, and turns this episode into an allegory for the mid-'80s struggles of Latin America. This film will be shown as part of the Area II film series to provoke discussion of sociopolitical concepts such as imperialism, raising such questions as: Do educated, civilized and god-fearing people have a right, or even a duty, to enlighten the uninitiated? 

Music from the Inside Out - An extraordinary documentary, it is the result of a unique five-year collaboration with between Oscar-Nominated filmmaker Daniel Anker and the 105 musicians of the Philadelphia Orchestra.  In an exhilarating 90 minute journey, the film explores the intersection of Art and life through the stories, passions and artistry of some of the finest musicians in the world. (NR)

The Music Instinct: Science and Song - Featuring music legend Bobby McFerrin and best-selling author and neuroscientist Daniel Levitin, The Music Instinct provides a groundbreaking exploration of how and why the human organism—and the whole ebb and flow of the cosmos —is moved by the undeniable effect of music. The Music Instinct follows visionary researchers and accomplished musicians to the crossroads of science and culture in search of answers to music’s deep mysteries. (NR)

Nói (2002, Icelandic, Dagur Kári, PG-13) - Seventeen-year-old albino Nói drifts through life in a desolate and isolated village in Iceland, surrounded by mountains and snow, with no way out.  Nói dreams of escaping this world, which at times seems startlingly unreal, in order to experience the bigger world around him.  Thought of as either a brilliant savant or an imbecile in his village, his only friend is a gas-station attendant with whom he hatches plans to flee the village, all of which end in disaster.  Only a cataclysm of the natural world could save Nói from that of the human.  [metaphysics] 

The No. 1 Ladies Detective Agency - (UK & Botswana) This is the pilot movie of the HBO series based on the books.  Precious Ramotswe starts a detective agency in idyllic Botswana.  The movie is fun and positive.  No rating.

*Obedience: Documentary about the famous social psychologist Stanley Milgram’s experiments in the 1950s to determine how obedient people would be when asked by an authority to inflict pain on another human. Not rated.

Paradise Now - This movie is about two young Palestinian men grappling with the world around them. Said and Khaled have, for different reasons, both volunteered to be suicide bombers in an attack on Israeli citizens and military. However, as the time nears to carry out their plan the two engage in a dialogue about whether or not they should go through with it. Rated PG-13 for mature thematic material and brief strong language

Planet Earth - Gorgeous, high definition nature documentaries spanning every ecosystem on the globe.  Amazing imagery of some of the rarest and most interesting animals around.  Some violence in the form of predation, but nothing they wouldn't show on network TV.

Rashomon (1950, Akira Kurosawa, NR) - The story of an assault and a murder in feudal Japan is told from the points of view of four different persons (and ghosts), with startlingly different results, discussing the unreliability of the mediatisation of information and the ethics of justice. [ethics, epistemology] 

*Remember My Lai: BBC documentary about famous incident during the Vietnam War when American soldiers killed all the inhabitants of a village. Discussions of violence. Not rated.

"Revealed... Manorexia" - As part of a Revealed special looking at male eating disorders - Charlotte met George, who at 13 became dangerously ill with anorexia.  (NR)

Ridicule - Ridicule is a movie about 18th century France just before the French Revolution. It shows a population of people at Versailles obsessed with decadence and distraction who are entirely removed from the suffering of the people. This is an excellent movie to promote discussion of the history of the French Revolution, representations of history, and corruption. NR, some sexual content.

Roger & Me - Roger and Me is a loose, smart-alecky documentary directed and narrated by Michael Moore, an everyman host with a devastating wit and a working-class pose. When his hometown is devastated by the plant closure of an American corporate giant (making record profits, one should note), the hell-raising political commentator with a prankster streak tries to turn his camera on General Motors Chairman Roger B. Smith, the elusive Roger of the title, and the film is loosely structured around Moore's odyssey to track down the corporate giant for an interview. Rated R for violence

Rope (1948): James Stewart stars with Farley Granger and John Dall in a highly charged thriller inspired by the real-life Leopold-Loeb murder case. Granger and Dall are riveting as two friends who pride themselves on committing the "perfect murder" -- until their former teacher (Stewart) becomes increasingly suspicious. ... Before the night is over, the professor will discover how brutally his students have turned his academic theories into chilling reality. (summary taken from Netflix.com). Students will view this film as a part of their Ethics unit. They will discuss the social contract, how society views human life, and how ethical systems are constructed both personally and collectively. Rated PG.

Run, Lola, Run: Run, Lola, Run is a German thriller that tells the same story, a man’s girlfriend rushing to give him money in order to save a life, several times with different outcomes.  Its frenetic pace and unique structure are reminiscent of a video game, and it explores philosophical concepts such as how a split-second occurrence can deeply affect our lives for months or even years to come, the interconnectedness of seemingly random events, and the nature of cause and effect.  These concepts will be discussed in class following the screening.  The movie is rated R due to adult language and gun violence.  It was nominated at the 1999 British Academy Awards for Best Foreign Language Film. 

Searching for the Roots of 9/11: What drove 19 young, middle-class Muslim men to commit a coordinated suicide attack against the U.S. on 9/11? And why does their violent act continue to elicit support from so many Muslims throughout the world? In this program, New York Times columnist Thomas L. Friedman—a three-time Pulitzer Prize winner and author of Longitudes and Attitudes: Exploring the World After September 11—travels the Middle East and Southeast Asia in search of answers to these troubling questions. A Discovery Channel Production. (NR)

Short films by Stan Brakhage: Night Music, Rage Net, Stellar, and Mothlight (all may be shown in their entirety).  These experimental, often bizarre, short films, ranging from 32 seconds long to less than three minutes long, pose important questions and dilemmas to the consumers and receivers (if not makers) of film art and art in general.  Using blank leader film, acrylic paint, insect portions, pieces of plants, and other common objects, Brakhage creates rapid, kinetic pieces of visual art with no sound at all, challenging the construction of what makes art and examining the role of time in visual art.  All are unrated. [aesthetics] 

The Singing Revolution - In 1991, after nearly fifty years of rule by a brutal Soviet occupation, the small Republic of Estonia confronted their occupiers by announcing their independence to the world.  Their charge heralded the collapse of the Soviet Union and the freedom of now-suddenly- former Soviet republics.  Music played a pivotal role in these historical events.  The Singing Revolution tells the story of one country’s undeniable thirst for self- determination and its unshakable belief in what it means to be free—to be Estonian. (NR)

"Slim Hopes" video series - Jean Kilbourne's award-winning video offers an in-depth analysis of how female bodies are depicted in advertising images and the devastating effects of those images on women's health. Addressing the relationship between these images and the obsession of girls and women with dieting and thinness, Slim Hopes offers a new way to think about life-threatening eating disorders such as anorexia and bulimia, and a well-documented critical perspective on the social impact of advertising.

Songs from the Second Floor (Sånger Från Andra Våningen) (2000, Swedish, Roy Andersson, R) - A black comedy, this film examines the dehumanization of modern life in a nameless city full of directionless people.  Interrelated short vignettes, such as a permanent traffic jam, a business meeting using a crystal ball, and a procession of martyr-stock brokers engaged in flagellation as though medieval monks, provoke the existential questions of purpose, direction, and fulfillment. [epistemology] 

Spider Man 2 - This movie is about a man who fights crime as a web-slinging hero donning brightly colored spider attire. The movie is rated PG-13 for stylized action violence.

Spirited Away - Anime.  A young girl and her family find themselves in a wonderland-like Japanese bathhouse.  Her family is taken prisoner and the girl is forced into servitude.  By overcoming her fear and through sheer stubbornness, she manages to rescue her family and friends and eventually escapes back into her own world.  Rated PG for "some scary moments."

Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter . . . and Spring (2003): Korean director Kim Ki-duk's Buddhism-inspired fable takes place on a placid lake nestled among hills on which floats a small, one-room monastery housing two monks, one old and one young. The action takes place over the course of several years, and is divided into five sections denoted by the seasons of the title. While each section tells a story of its own, the overall plot follows the education of the younger monk, a small boy in the beginning, as he learns lessons over the course of his life from his aging counterpart. Rated R. (adapted from allmovie.com)

Star Wars, The Empire Strikes Back, Return of the Jedi - The trilogy of star wars movies involves an intergalactic war between a rebel faction and the empire. The movies are rated PG for mild sci-fi violence.  (All PG)

“The Story of Stuff” - Written by Annie Leonard, this short film examines consumption in the United States. Going through each step in the extraction /production /distribution /consumption /disposal cycle, Leonard considers the hidden costs to this system so fundamental in not only our national economy, but which also pervades our lives. The movie will be used in class to ask students to consider this cycle and think critically about how we structure our lives. (NR)

Sugar Cane Alley - A film about a young boy growing up in Martinique in the 1930s. It is an excellent film for understanding French colonial history in the Caribbean and the longstanding effects of slavery on the population. NR.

A Summer in the Cage - A Summer in the Cage is a feature-length documentary chronicling Sam's battle with delusional manic episodes and paralyzing depressions. By showing the difficult emotional impact of being bipolar on Sam, his family, and the filmmaker, A Summer in the Cage hopes to put a human face on an illness that affects millions of American families. (NR, some adult language)

Terror From Within - Jason Van Vleet's award-winning documentary Terror From Within The Untold Story Behind the Oklahoma City Bombing tells the story of how extremists came up with a plan to overthrow the United States government, a plan the culminated in the bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah building. The film includes interviews with people who investigated the bombing, and the tape of the confession of one of the perpetrators. (NR)

Thank You for Smoking (2005, Jason Reitman, R) - This scathing satire of popular media, political activists, and corporate spin-doctors poses important questions of ethics as encountered by a lobbyist for a tobacco company who does not believe his own words and struggles to raise a child amidst his own apparent hypocrisy.  The ethical conundrums abound, ranging from "what is right?" to "what is right, if it is also wrong?" [ethics] 

V For Vendetta (2006):  In a future British totalitarian society a mysterious man known only as “V” uses terrorist tactics to try and free his fellow countrymen from the bonds of an oppressive government. We will use this film to try to question obligations a society has to its government and vice-versa within the context of  socio-political philosophy.  We will also question the ethics and rights of a people following their government. V For Vendetta is rated R for strong violence and some language. 

Waking Life (2001):  Waking Life is considered on of the most visually innovative American films ever made, a gorgeous film that resembles an impressionist painting brought to life.  Using new animation technology, it follows a young man who arrives in Austin and engages in numerous conversations on art, philosophy, and society as he drifts around the city.  A stunningly beautiful film, portions of it may be shown in Area II in order to spark discussions of metaphysics, the idea of perception vs. reality, and aesthetics.  It is rated R due to adult language and mild, animated violence.  Waking Life was given the CinemAvvenire Award for Best Film in Competition at the 2001 Venice International Film Festival.

Wall-E - Wall-E is the moving futuristic story about a small robot left on Earth to clean up the mess left by humans, forced to abandon the planet. It follows Wall-E’s journey as he performs his trash compacting duties, finds new plant life on Earth, and eventually falls in love with another robot, EVA. The film will be used in class to question humanity’s relationship to the environment and probe a story where the main protagonists are not humans and what this means for how we perceive humans and the environment. (Rated G)

